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tne same time, join in the open country and march to
Home.'

As the nigbt advanced, several of the party rose and left
fche camp fire, some to their tents, some to their duties.
Two of the staff remained with the General.

' I am disappointed and uneasy that we have not lieard
from Paris,' said one of them.

* I am disappointed/ said the General, ' but not uneasy,
she never makes a mistake.1

4 The risk was too great,' rejoined the speaker in a de-
pressed tone.

'I do not see that,' said the General. 'What; is the
risk ? Who could possibly suspect the lady's maid of
the Princess of Tivoli! I am told that the Princess has
become quite a favourite at the Tuilcries.'

' They say that the police is not so well informed as it
used to be; nevertheless, I confess I should be much Happier
were she sitting round this camp fire.'

* Courage !' said the General.   * I do not believe in many
things, but I do believe in the divine Theodora.    Wliat say
you, Captain Muriel ?    I hope you are not offended by my
criticism of young soldiers.    You are the youngest in our
band, but you have good military stuff in you, and will be
soon seasoned/

' I feel I serve under a master of the art,' replied Lothair,
c and will not take the gloomy view of Colonel Carnpian
about our best friend, though I share all his disappoint-
ment. It seems to me that detection is impossible. I am
sure that I could not have recognised her when I handed
the Princess into her carriage.'

' The step was absolutely necessary/ said the General;
' no one could be trusted but herself, no other person haa
the influence. All our danger is from France. The Italian
troops will never cross the frontier to attack us, rest
assured of that. I have proof of it. And it is most difficult,
almost impossible, for the French to return. There never